A MESSAGE FROM ALICE PAUL 


HE most important message I have to send 
1 from Geneva is the necessity of prevent- 
ing the ratification of five International Labor 
Office Treaties which have already been accepted 
by the League International Labor Organization 
Conference. These treaties have been sent to 
all countries to be ratified, all of them dealing 
with the labor of women only, and all of them 
wrong in principle. 

A network spreading its meshes over the whole 
world is going out from Geneva to hold women in 
a class by themselves, and put special restrictions 
on their labor. 


Two of these treaties prohibit night work for 
women and not for men. The third one prohibits 
women and children from going into the lead 
paint industry. The fourth one, calling for pro- 
tection of women before and after childbirth, 
puts a heavy burden on the employer to support 
the mother. It provides for the maintenance of 
the woman six weeks before and six weeks after 
childbirth. The fifth treaty concerns women 
working underground in mines. 


Here we have the strange phenomenon of five 
world treaties being submitted by the League of 
Nations to the whole world. One can readily see 
the danger in this of selecting one group for regu- 
lation. Practically all the world except the U. S. A. 
has adopted one or another of these treaties. They 
were received in the United States in 1935 and 
will, in time, be submitted to the Foreign Rela- 
tions Committee of the Senate. We stand alone 
in not having signed any of them. Daily the gen- 
eral status of women all over the world is sinking 
lower and lower. The women of the United 
States have the responsibility of seeing that these 
treaties are not ratified by our Senate. Every 
woman who cares about economic freedom of 
women before the law should write to members 
of the Foreign Relations Committee, of which 
Senator Pittman is chairman, and urge that when 
these treaties come before that committee we 
should refuse to ratify them. The members of 
that committee are: 


Democrats 


Key Pittman, of Nevada, Chairman 
Joseph T. Robinson, of Arkansas 
Pat Harrison, of Mississippi 
Walter F. George, of Georgia 

Hugo L. Black, of Alabama 

Robert F. Wagner, of New York 
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Tom Connally, of Texas 

J. Hamilton Lewis, of Illinois 
Nathan L. Bachman, of Tennessee 
Elbert D. Thomas, of Utah 
Frederick Van Nuys, of Indiana 
F. Ryan Duffy, of Wisconsin 
James P. Pope, of Idaho 

Robert J. Bulkley, of Ohio 

James E. Murray, of Montana 
Dennis Chavez, of New Mexico 


Republicans 


William E. Borah, of Idaho 
Hiram W. Johnson, of California 
Arthur Cap 
Arthur H. 
Wallace 


Michigan 
andenberg, o 
H. White, Jr., of Maine 


Progressive 
Robert M. La Follette, Jr., of Wisconsin 


Farmer-Labor 
Henrik Shipstead, of Minnesota 


The menace to women in the proposed inter- 
national agreement lies in the fact that it is dis- 
tinctly discriminatory legislation against women 


The acceptance of this Convention by the United 
States would materially affect the whole move- 
ment for Equal Rights in our country. If the 
United States should accept the Convention, the 
proposed Equal Rights Amendment would receive 
a most serious setback. 

The United States could not enter into an inter- 
national agreement differentiating between men 
and women in labor legislation on the basis of sex 
alone and at the same time amend its own Consti- 
tution so as to bind itself to a standard of equal- 
ity in labor legislation. =< 

There are probably few women who would ever 
wish or need to work in mines, but the attempt 
by the International Labor Organization to incor- 
porate such so-called “protective legislation” into 
an international agreement should awaken every 
— to this new threat to the equality move- 
ment. 

It is a direct attack against the proposed Equal 
Rights Treaty which will come up for considera- 
tion at the coming Assembly of the League. The 
Equal Rights Treaty and the proposed Mining 
Convention, applying only to women, would be 
in direct conflict. A nation cannot enter into 
two international agreements which are the op- 
posite of each other—one for equality and the 
other for inequality in labor legislation. 


For further information the proposed agreemen 
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THERE IS STILL TIME FOR ACTION 


MN DAY marks the beginning of what will 

probably be the last month of the 74th Con- 
gress. The Equal Rights Amendment still rests 
in sub-committees of both houses of Congress. 
There is promise of favorable action by one of 
these committees within the first weeks—and if 
sufficient demands from women—telegrams, air- 
mail letters, and resolutions reach the chairmen 
of the two Judiciary committees, the Lucretia 
Mott amendment can reach a vote this session. 
The Judiciary Committees of both Houses need 
to be more fully convinced of the desire of women 
for equality. 


We appeal to you. Act today. Help us save 
the situation. Every day the economic status of 
women grows weaker. Never before has there 
been such a crying need for the Equal Rights 
Amendment. Women, married and unmarried, 
are being pushed back in ever increasing num- 
bers into the field of unpaid labor. This “Back 
3 the Kitchen“ movement must be stemmed at 


Immediate action is essential. We cannot sit 
idly by and daily see the violation of our rights 
as citizens; married women all over the country 
being deprived of their right to earn a living; 
wage and hour provisions for women only being 
urged to threaten women’s economic security. 


The very ideals on which our country as a 
democracy was built are on trial. Congress is our 
jury, we as women are the defendants. 


Act today if you wish to see justice done to 
half the citizens of this country. 


The Chairman of the Senate Judiciary Com- 
mittee is Hon. Henry F. Ashurst; and Hon. Hatton 
W. Sumners, of the House of Representatives. 


Write at once to the chairman of either the 
Senate or the House Judiciary Committee, names 
given above, asking him to have the amendment 
favorably reported from committee and to use 
his power for the passage of the amendment by 
Congress. The passage of the Equal Rights 
Amendment would enact into law a program for 
the freedom of women which was begun in this 
country almost a century ago. The following is 


a Resolution adopted at Seneca Falls Convention 
in 1848: 


“Resolved, That the women of this country 
ought to be enlightened in regard to the laws 
under which they live, that they may no longer 
publish their degradation by declaring themselves 
satisfied with their present position -nor their 
ignorance by asserting that they have all the 
rights they want.” 


That we have not advanced farther today is 
due, in part, to the appalling fact that women of 
the United States have not cared enough about 
their freedom. With the vote in your hand today 
as the most powerful weapon, all that is needed 


is a united expression for this much-needed leg- 
islation. | 


REVOLT OF REPUBLICAN WOMEN 


A story written by George Morris in the New 
York World-Telegram reported that “Women 
members of the Republican State Committee 
staged a revolt against the men, held up the 
April 16th meeting of the committee for an hour 
and finally won their demand for representation 
on the executive committee of the State Com- 
mittee. By their action they completely shat- 
tered a carefully prepared plan by ten county 
leaders to dominate the State organization at 
convention and the coming cam- 
pa | 

“The revolt was one of the most dramatic and 
determined incidents of its kind since women be- 
came active in politics. It came as the men were 
pleading for harmony and announcing that all 
party fights were being subordinated to union for 
success this fall. The men preached the har- 
mony, but the women behind closed doors laid 
down a program and made the men accept it be- 
fore agreeing to return for the official session.” 

“After they had won complete agreement, even 
to having the women name their own representa- 
tives on the Executive Committee, the women 
members then took their places.“ 


NATIONAL WOMAN’S PARTY 
Founded 1913 


Object 


To secure for women complete equality with men under 
the law and in all human — salt ts to 


secure the adoption of the Equal hts ent to the 
National Constitution and the Equal Rights Treaty. 


The Lucretia Mott Amendment 
“Men and women shall have Equal Rights throughout the 
United States and every place subject to its jurisdiction.” 
“Congress shall have power to enforce this article by 
appropriate legislation.“ 
Introduced, Senate—By Del., 12 8 * 
Ludlow, Ind., Jan. 8, 1888. 
Joint Resolution No. 1.) 
Present Status—Senate—Before Judiciary Committee. 
House— Before Judiciary Committee. 
The Equal Rights Treaty 
Article 1 
“The contracting States agree that upon the ratification 
of this treaty men and women shall have equal rights 
yo we ae the territory subject to their respective juris- 
ons. 
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BRIEF FILED WITH SUPREME COURT 


The National Woman’s Party, The National 
Association of Women Lawyers, The Business 
Women’s Legislative Council of California, The 
Women’s Equal Opportunity League of New York, 
The Bindery Women’s Union, Local No. 66 of the 
International Brotherhood of Bookbinders, The 
Brooklyn-Manhattan Transit Women’s League, 
represented by Burnita Shelton Matthews and 
Rebekah Scandrett Greathouse, today (April 27), 
filed a brief asking the Supreme Court of the 
United States to uphold the decision of the Court 
of Appeals of New York invalidating the mini- 
mum wage law of that state for women. 


The brief declares that the constitutional lib- 
erty of women is not of less degree or quality than 
that of men and that the challenged statute is 
invalid because it strikes at the heart of freedom 
of contract, an indispensable part of the liberty 
assured by the Constitution. 


Reciting that the court has repeatedly ruled 
that wage fixing between employer and employee 
in private employments is beyond the legislative 
power, the brief declares that even if wage fixing 
were lawful, the challenged statute is invalid as 
arbitrary and discriminatory, in that it applies 
to women and the employers of women and does 
not apply to men and their employers under sim- 
ilar conditions. ee 


The effect of the law, the brief charges, is to 
promote unfair competition between men and 
women and drive women out of employment. It 
is in conflict with the intent of the Fourteenth 
Amendment, that no impediment be interposed 
to the pursuits of anyone unless applied to all 
others under like circumstances, and that no 
greater burdens be laid upon one than are laid 
upon others in the same calling and condition. 


The brief goes on to show: 


1 That the decision of the New York Court 
of Appeals holding the minimum wage law for 
women only to be invalid is in accord with former 
decisions of the Supreme Court. 


2 The New York Minimum Wage Law for 
women only is not within the police power of the 


3 There is nothing about the New York Mini- 
mum Wage Law for women only to justify a rul- 
ing different from that in the Adkins vs. Chil- 
dren’s Hospital Case in which the D. C. Minimum 
Wage Law for women only was challenged. 


4 The application of a minimum wage law 
to women only and their employers does not bring 
it within the limits prescribed by the Constitution. 


Mrs.. Matthews and Mrs. Greathouse, the two 
women lawyers who filed the brief are both mem- 
bers of the National Woman’s Party. Mrs. 
Matthews was the former President of the Na- 
tional Association of Women Lawyers and Mrs. 
Greathouse was for several years Assistant U. S. 
Attorney for the District of Columbia. 


OHIO DEMOCRATIC CLUB ENDORSES 
AMENDMENT 


“The Women’s Democratic Club of Summit 
County, Ohio, known as the Women’s Political 
Research Institute, endorsed the Equal Rights 
Amendment, Friday, April 17. The members 
also wrote to Mr. Harter, Congressman from the 
14th district to that effect and asked his signa- 
ture on the dotted line. We hope that Mr. Harter 
can be crossed off our doubtful list.” This news 
was sent in a letter by Mrs. Helen Robbins Bitter- 
mann, Columbus Branch Chairman of the Wom- 
an’s Party. Mrs. Bittermann continues: 


“This endorsement was due to Mrs. Margaret 
C. Moss, Secretary of the Summit County Federa- 
tion of Labor Clubs, with a voting strength of 
50,000. Her next move will be to get endorse- 
ment from that organization and also from the 
Central Labor Unions of Akron and Barberton. 


She hopes to have the former by the 28th of this 
month. 


“Mrs. Moss is a Woman’s Party member who 
came unsolicited. She has obtained ten members 
for us in Akron, and Clara Wolfe and I are or- 
ganizing them on the 15th of May into a 14th 
Congressional District Branch of the Woman’s 
Party. We are speaking on that date before the 
Women’s Political Research Institute at a large 
luncheon of over 100 women. 


“Clara Reynolds, our new state Congressional 
Chairman, will, I feel sure, be able to show re- 
markable results shortly. She is a strong Re- 
publican and hopes to get affirmative action from 


that party in this state. So Ohio is carrying on.” 


Mrs. Clyde Reynolds has been appointed Con- 
gressional Chairman of the Ohio Branch. Mrs. 
Reynolds served her apprenticeship in the early 
suffrage movement as a member of the Congres- 
sional Union for Woman Suffrage, which was the 
early name of the National Woman’s Party. After 
woman suffrage was achieved, she was secretary 
of the first Women’s Republican Club of Ohio, 
founded and headed by Mrs. John Gordon Bat- 
telle. She served as committeewoman in the 19th 
and later in the 18th ward in Columbus. She was 
also a delegate from the 12th Congressional Dis- 
trict to the Young Republican Voters’ Conference 
held in Washington in 1931. At present, Mrs. 
Reynolds is chairman of organization for the 
Republican Women’s Club of the 12th Congres- 
sional District. 

Blanche B. M. Meyer was recently appointed 
chairman of the Committee on Economic Equal- 
ity of the 12th Congressional District Branch. In 
a speech before the committee, Mrs. Meyer took 
issue with the policy of the Columbus Board of 
Education, in force since 1927, of not employing 
married women as permanent staff. | 

“To challenge the right of women to teach on 
the sole ground of being married is unjustifiable,” 
Mrs. Meyer stated. “Teaching is a profession. It 
should be practiced by those fitted for it and com- 
petence has no necessary connection with marital 
status. Yet Columbus, Cincinnati, and now Day- 
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ton, to name only a few of the cities, are attempt- 


ing with varying degrees of success to force out 
the married woman. To dismiss women because 


of marriage is a great economic waste. The state 
spends thousands of dollars to educate and train 


young women as teachers. If these teach only 
until marriage, the school system is cluttered with 
inexperienced teachers who are forced out just 
when they have begun to be valuable. Most women 
work because they have to. 

The Third Ohio Congressional District Branch 


of the National Woman's Party was one of sev- . 


eral organizations to protest recently against the 

proposed dismissal of married women school 

— by the Board of Education in Dayton, 
o. 

In a hearing held April second, the Third Dis- 
trict was represented by Mrs. Valentine Winters, 
Ohio State Chairman, and E. Hildegarde Swen- 
son, local chairman. Mrs. Winters tlayed the pro- 
posed action of the Board on the grounds of moral 
as well as economic considerations. 

Others to appear at the hearing to protest the 
Board’s contemplated action were the Dayton 


Classroom Teachers Association, the League of 


Women Voters, and several ministers. 
TREASURER’S REPORT 


Edna Auditor F 
founding of. 


arty, Decem 
acknowledged in Equal Rights, amount to $2, 078,646.38. 


The following additional receipts, exclusive of subscriptions from 
Equal Rights were received from August 31, 1935, to November 30, 1935: | 
September, 1935 
Mrs. Emile Berlimer, D. OOo. $936.00 
Miss Julia Goldman, Paris .................... 1.00 
Miss Mabel Griswold, Wisc. .................... 1.00 
Mrs. Florence Bayard Hilles, Del. .............. 35.00 
Mrs. William Kent, 


$1,362.90 


Mrs. Florence Bayard Hilles, F 
Mrs. Adelaide Kuntz, N. .. 1.00 
Miss Alma Late, Mass. ....... 50.00 
Mrs. Helena McEvoy, .. 1.00 
Mrs. Stephen Pell, N FPV 5.00 
Miss A. Marguerite Smith, Masses. 25.00 
Mrs. Jane Norman Smith, N. ............... 12.00 
Mrs .... 28.75 
Mrs. Lloyd Williams, N. % „ 50.00 
Miss Grace Wilmarth, D. 
To complete — — “ae mother, Mrs. M. 

L. Wilmarth, deceased) ))) 35.00 
Mrs. Grace Hoffman 60.00 
Share of dues paid to National Headquarters by 

the following 
by said 
3.00 
⅛ũ Ga 9.55 
Sale of “Jailed for Freedom” ................. 26.00 
Rent of Rooms at Headquarters ................ 317.74 9 
1,096.54 
November, 1935 
Mrs. Isabella Keyes Benson. Vt. ........ . $ 1.00 
Business Women’s Club of Boise, Idaho ......... 5.00 
Mrs. Annie Colles, England .................... 1.00 
„C. Branch, National Woman's Party ........ 100.00 


National from 
ber 7, 1912, to August 31. 1985, and already 


May 1, 1936 
Mrs. Florence Bayard Hilles, Del. 45.00 
31.00 
ů 5.00 
2.00 
Mire. N. 77700 1.00 
Mrs. Pemberton Smith, 5.00 
Mrs. Phylura Skalinder, r 1.00 
Mrs. Mary Edwards Thompson, . 12.00 
Mrs. Grace Hoffman White, N. . 60.00 
Mrs. Lloyd Williams, N. Y. 50.00 


Share of dues paid to National Headquarters by 
the following branches, balances being retained 
by said branches: 


ͥ 2.00 
New Mexico (1981988368 6.25 
3.25 
Government Workers’ Council, D. CO. 40.00 
New York City Committee ................. 9.75 
Sale of “Jailed for Freedom” .................. 46.76 
Rent of Rooms at Headquarters ................ 2.50 
— 8703.75 
Receipts during September, October and Novem- 
Total’ 7, io Augest bi. 
* December 7, 1912 to November 380, 


FOUNDER OF SYRIAN WOMAN’S 
ALLIANCE IN WASHINGTON 


Madame Nour Hamada Bey, who is a princess 


in her own country, founder and President of the 
_ General Oriental Woman’s Alliance and outstand- 


ing woman leader of Syria, is at present a guest 
at Alva Belmont House. Madame Hamada Bey 
is the founder of the Arabian Women’s Academy, 
the Syrian Woman’s Alliance and the Arabian 
Woman’s Alliance and has worked for years for 
the emancipation of the women of Syria and of 
all Oriental countries. 

In her own words she explains her present stay 
in this country: 

J am writing a book on the Woman Movement 
in my native Arabic tongue, to be translated into 
English. I came to visit the Women’s Movement. 
Having received permission from the Immigra- 
tion Commission to prolong my stay in America, 


I u came here to the Woman's Party. 


“I organized an Alliance for Syria, with two 


Conferences; then for all Arabian countries; then 
a2 General Oriental Alliance, of the near and far 


East. In all of the Orient there is the Woman’s 


a Movement. I am for equal rights between men 
and women and between the Orient and the Occi- 


dent, and wish to get the co-operation of women’s 


organizations, national and international toward 


this end. 


PROBLEM: Do you know where to place 
your savings to best advantage? 


SOLUTION: The Equitable Life Assurance 
Society has a plan that will increase your 
peace of mind, guaranteeing additional in- 
come when most needed. Without obligation, 
all information given. 


E. J Love Woodward Bldg., Wash- 
C. 


— 
Laura M. Berrien, Treasurer 
Receipts collected b 
Mrs. Herold Robinson, N. ................... 1.00 
Mrs. Gertrude Rounsavelle, Calif. .............. 1.00 
Mrs. Grace Hoffman White, N. .............. 60.00 
Share of dues paid to National Headquarters by 
the following branches, balances being retained 
; by said branches: 
—- 
t o ms at D 5. am 
October, 1935 
Mrs. George L. Callery, Del. ................... 12.00 


